It is recommended that you check on a possible Financial Planner candidate. The following organizations provide consumers with relevant information on the disciplinary history of Financial Planners and financial service professionals: 

1. Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA)  - FINRA was created in July 2007 as the result of a merger between NASD and the member regulation, enforcement and arbitration functions of the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE). While it has taken on a new name, FINRA is still the largest non-governmental regulator for all securities firms doing business in the U.S., and it continues its dedication to investor protection and market integrity through effective and efficient regulation and complementary compliance and technology-based services. FINRA's “BrokerCheck” allows consumers to find information about the professional background, registration/license statuses and conduct of firms and brokers registered with FINRA. The Investor Information section of FINRA's Web site also provides a wealth of resources to help keep investors educated about the investment decisions they make, including investor alerts, research tools and calculators.
· http://brokercheck.finra.org/Support/TermsAndConditions.aspx
2. Washington State Department of Financial Institutions
Investment advisers and their representatives operating in Washington (with certain exceptions) are required to be licensed with the Securities Division.  Persons who provide investment portfolio management for their clients or who hold themselves out to the public as financial planners are among those required to be licensed.  The Division reviews investment adviser applications for the qualifications of their principals and their disciplinary history, and the adequacy of the disclosure they are required to provide to clients.  Applications received for representative licensing are reviewed for disciplinary history and to ensure that appropriate examinations have been passed or designations held.  To check to see whether an investment adviser or investment adviser representative is registered with the Securities Division or has any disciplinary history, please contact Bruce Johnson or call 360-902-8781.  The Securities and Exchange Commission and the North American Securities Administrators Association (NASAA) have a new website that allows investors to electronically access information about money managers, financial planners and other investment advisers.  The Investment Adviser Public Disclosure (IAPD) website provides instant access to registration documents filed by more than 9,000 registered investment advisers.  The documents provide information about each adviser’s business, advisory services and fees, as well as disciplinary problems an adviser or its employees may have had during the last ten years

· http://www.adviserinfo.sec.gov/IAPD/Content/Search/iapd_OrgSearch.aspx 

3. Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards (CFP® Board) at (800) 487-1497 or http://www.cfp.net
4. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) at (800) 732-0330 or http://www.sec.gov
