CFP® -  Marks in the News

1. "To find a good financial planner, the three things you need to look for [are] education, experience and esteem. You want a financial planner who … is designated as a CFP® or CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ Practitioner.”

"Fiscally Fit" by Terri Cullen
The Wall Street Journal
Jan. 9, 2003

2. "There are so many [credentials], it's like an alphabet soup. The only one that requires rigorous schooling and testing is the CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ certification (CFP®)."

Deena Katz 
In USA Today, Nov. 15, 2002

3. "I recommend you find a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ [professional] (CFP [practitioner]) - someone who takes a holistic approach to your finances-if you want your adviser to consider your retirement, insurance, tax, and estate-planning needs."

Former SEC Chair Arthur Levitt
From his book "Take On the Street"

4. "If you have more than $50,000 and want advice on picking investments, you don't need a broker either, [former Securities Exchange Commission chairman Arthur Levitt] said. What you need is an independent adviser, preferably one with the CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER designation [sic] who considers your overall financial picture."

Syndicated Columnist Humberto Cruz
South Florida Sun-Sentinel, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., Sept. 25, 2002

5. "Most advisers on our list carry the CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER[™ certification] …"

Melissa Phipps

“The 250 Best Financial Advisers”

Worth Magazine, August 2002

6. "CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ Practitioner is the most recognized [credential]. CFP [certificant]s have comprehensive educational training and must pass a 10-hour certification exam and have at least three years' experience before qualifying."

BusinessWeek
Nov. 25, 2002
7. "Experts say the CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ [certification] or CFP [certification] is the gold standard for generalist financial advisers because testing for it is rigorous and the CFP Board has proactive disciplinary procedures."

Todd Mason
The Philadelphia Inquirer
Feb. 16, 2003

8. Among households who use financial planners, CFP® practitioners "were the top choice of 43% of clients, while stockbrokers claimed 30% and accountants had 16%. CFP[®practitioner]s also scored best among two desirable demographic groups in the survey the 'young high net worth' (age 30-54, $1-$3 million in investable assets) and the 'very high net worth' (any age, more than $3 million)."

Financial Planning
July 1, 2003

9. "Every 21st-century financial practice will eventually include a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER[™ professional] as part of its team."

Matt Oechsli
Registered Representative
January 2003

10. A credential "we really like is the CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER[™ professional]. Those people have to take, basically, two days' worth of an exam, and they have to know about estate planning, they have to know about taxes, so they know the whole gamut of financial planning."
Lauren Young, SmartMoney Magazine
On CNBC Early Today
Jan. 15, 2003

11. "CFP® and Certified Financial Planner™ are certification marks owned by Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc., which can help you identify financial planners who are committed to competent and ethical behavior when providing financial planning."

Atlanta Journal-Constitution
August 31, 2003
12. "The CFP[® mark] is emerging as the 'predominant designation out there,' said Dennis Gallant of Cerulli Associates, a Boston Firm that studies the investment industry."

Todd Mason
St. Paul Pioneer Press
Mar. 23, 2003

13. "… in the past few years, the CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER[™ certification], or CFP[® certification], has gained widespread recognition and acceptance as consumers increasingly search out these professionals.”

Kathy Chu
Wall Street Journal, Oct. 28, 2002

14. "One indication of a planner's basic proficiency is the CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER[™ certification] (CFP [certification]). This assures you that the person has passed a comprehensive exam and kept abreast of the field with ongoing coursework."

Tracey Longo
Mutual Funds, September 2002

15. "A CFP[® professional] is trained to help you set financial goals, plan for retirement and realistically weigh your social security income against your 401(k), your IRA and your personal savings."

Carl Apple CFP®
The Tennessean, Nashville, Tenn., Oct. 6, 2002

